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I1.—ForeE16en PoLitics. 


of the 2nd April, says that the dispute regarding 

Bhamo is not to be easily settled. China will 

by no means easily relinquish her claim to 
adjoining districts. She has resolved that if the English do 
Bhamo, she will use force to maintain her right. The English 
bably become excited rather than accede to the demands of 
der these circumstances, a great struggle is likely to ensue 
English and the Uhinese. 


have not yet succeeded in establishing order 
in Burmah. No one can tell how long it will 


he and how much money will have to be spent before order is established 


there. Poo 
ment conqu 
Englishmen 


r India will have to bear those expenses. The English Govern- 
ered Burmah for the extension of English trade and for providing 
with employment. But Indians will have to pay the expenses 


of the conquest. So much for the justice of the English. 
8 The Bhdrat Basi, of the 10th April, says that India is never 


Proposal for entering Thibet. 


on the horizon. 
commerce and convenience of British merchants. 


destined to enjoy peace. Before the Burmese 
war has terminated dark clouds are appearing 
The cause of the Burmese war is the extension of British 


These have been secured 


and Burmah has been annexed. But still the greed of the English is not 
and will not be satisfied. The writer is afraid to heaf that the idea of extend- 
ing commerce in Thibet has entered the head of the English, because 
he has been taught by bitter experience the manner of extending British 


commerce in Burmah, and has had to bear its cost. 


It has been settled 


that Mr. Macaulay, the Secretary ; Mr. Paul, the Magistrate of the 24-Per- 


gunnahs; and Dr. Cunningham will soon proceed to Thibet. 


The writer 


objects to this. The reason is that the people of Thibet are very unwilling 
to admit foreigners into their own country. The English many times 
tried to effect an entrance into Thibet, but without success, but this 
lime preparations are being made to enter the country anyhow; and, if 
admission cannot be had easily, force willbe used fur the purpose. The 
English will never return unsuccessful this time, for if they fail, they will not 
be able to show their faces in India. Thibet must be entered by fair means 
orfoul. If any disrespect be shown to those men who are going to Thibet 


as represen 


tatives of the British Government, it will be disrespect shown to 


the Government itself, and it is sure to be followed by retribution. This 
retribution will come in the shape of a costly war, the cost of which 
will press heavily upon India. Moreover, enmity will be caused by this step 
not only with the Thibetans, but also with the Chinese; and if both these 


people make a common cause against the English, it will be very hard to 
overcome them, 


4. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 12th April, says that China is 


England and China. 


Russia having a 
easily able, 


England. 


not likely to readily relinquish her claims to 

: Bhamo, inasmuch as she is aware that 
appeared in the neighbourhood of India, she will now be 
with the aid of the Burmese malcontents, to cause difficulties to 


9 The Sanjivant, of the 10th April, says that a company of English- 


Proposal for going to Thibet. 
the Macistrate 


Physician, 


men will go to Thibet by the end of May next. 
Mr. Macaulay will be their leader; Mr. Paul, 
of Alipore, their Secretary ; and Doctor Cunningham, their 


Seventy sepoys will go to protect them. Mr. Eden once entered 
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Bhutan with great pomp, but had to return insulted. The writer hopes 
that a similar fate will not overtake the party now going to Thibet, 
6. The Sddhdrant, of the 1lth April, says that, however preat a 
sinner King Theebaw may have been, and 
whatever may have been the intrigues tinat the 
French were making against the English in Burmah, and however greatly the 
prestige of England may have been enhanced by the annexation of Burmah 
natives cannot but condemn that act in spite of their loyalty. The writer can- 
not understand how the Burmese people have been deprived of their inde. 
pendence on account of the crimes of their king and on account of French 
intrigues. Nor can he understand the justice of saddling India with the 
expenses of the war. The year 1292 of the Bengali era will leave ay 
ineffaceable mark upon tke breast of India. 


7. The Som Prakdsh, of the 12th April, says that a dispute having 


again arisen regarding the settlement of the 
ener mcceneuny Afghan boundary, both the English and 
Russian members of the Boundary Commission have written to their respec. 


tive Governments. Lord Dufferin mixed very intimately with Russians 
and showed them the wayto India. Everybody then apprehended mischief. 
Probably the apprehended mischief is going to happen. Lord Dnufferin 
is bringing the distant enemy near by mixing with them. Lord Dufferin 
will soon go to England. But natives will have to suffer for ever for his 
imprudence. 

8. The Samaya, of the 13th April, says that the English have this year 


ns tien Ue evacuated the Soudan. Last year they went to 


destroy the independence of the inhabitants 
of the Soudan who value liberty more than their lives, and thereby 


deluged the earth with human blood. Native soldiers crossed seas for 
upholding the interests of the English, and by sacrificing their lives 
without hesitation gave evidence of their courage. Being afraid of the 
Russians, the English invited the Ameer of Cabul to the Rawal Pindi 
durbar, and the empty treasury of Government was rendered more 
empty for shewing honour to the Ameer. The Ameer took the English 
gold and went home. After this a slight struggle ensued between 
the Afghans and the Russians at Panjdeh. The British lion feared lest 
the sheep should be taken away from his own claws by the Russian bear. In 
a moment Indian money was poured like water. In England great agitation 
was set on foot. Great preparations were made for war. The natives applied 
to become volunteers for serving their own country. But India no longer 
belongs to the Indians. The English have paid no regard to this appli- 
cation of the natives. God knows the secret of all this affair. The war, 
however, did not take place, and India escaped with some slight loss. 
Seeing the fear of the English, and seeing paleness in their white face, the 


people could well understand that the English were seized with conster- 
nation. 


Annexation of Burmah. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


9. A correspondent of the Pratitdr, of the 2nd April, writes 


etn from Madhubkati, Satkhira, to say that 

Baboo Mathura Nath Mazumdar of Chha- 
gharia was dangerously wounded by thieves in the latter part of the 
last Falyoon. The matter was reported to the police, and the Inspector 
cume with his retinue to enquire into the case, but nothing has come of it. 
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ir flight ¢t robbers had left their pipe and 
In the og et a joer sane been conducted with the aid of these 
sheet, . ee gt it not been done? It is very difficult to understand 
things. a the police. The present police officers ate not so much 
a detecting criminals as in insulting gentlemen without any cause. 
- il be no want of examples to show this. The dacoities that have 
ce commited this “ope at Jagaddal and Chinsura have not yet been 
} coated. 

Sey correspondent of the Paridashak, of the 3rd April, is sorry at the 
transfer of Mr. Kemp, Inspector of Police, 
from Cachar to Sylhet. Mr. Kemp is an 
sble, courteous, and highminded officer. He was very popular in Cachar. 

‘11. The Bangabdst, of the 10th April, expresses its surprise 
that a stain is going to be cast on the 
name of the able police officer Mr. Lambert. 
Fur the last two years dacoities have constantly been heard of in the suburbs 
of Calcutta, but the police have not been able to do anything regerding them. 
Dacoities have even been heard of in the town of Calcutta itself. But 
before the current of dacoities has subsided two suspicious cases of murder 
have occurred. In both cases the police say that the death in those cases 
was caused by sudden fall, but many people have not been satisfied with 
this report of the police. The first of these cases was the death of Nakoor 
Chunder Dhole, of the Shobha Bazar dispensary. The dead body. of this man 
was found in a reservoir of water. The police say that the said Nakoor Dhole, 
on account of intoxication, fell into the reservoir from the verandah, and 
this caused his death. Only a few days after this the dead body of Dwarka 
Nath Sen, of Shyama Charan Dey’s Street, Pataldanga, was one morning 
found near the gate of his own house. The skull of the deceased was 
found broken. The belief of the police is that the death of Dwarka Nath 
was also caused by sudden fall from the verandah. 

On Monday night, as the registration bag was being carried 
from the Bara Bazar Post Office to the General Post Office, it was 
somehow or other stolen. The bag contained about Rs. 50,000. 
Tue writer hopes that this stain on the Calcutta Police will soon be removed 
by the ability of Mr. Lambert. After writing this the writer has heard 
that some torn pieces of notes have been found in Bentinck Street. 


Vir. Kemp, Inspector of Police. 


The Calcutta Police. 


(4)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Ahammadi, for Chaitra, thinks that there ought to be 


Mussulman 


aoe judges for the High Mahomedan Judges in the Indian High 


Courts, as such Judges would be best acquaint- 


ed with Mahomedan laws and customs, and best able to administer the 


Mahomedan law. 


13. A correspondent of the Paridarshak, of the 8rd April, directs 
Bud characters in Habcegunge. the attention of the sub-divisional officer of 


Fats Habeegunge to the necessity that has arisen 
of he BUC certain budmashes of Aitan, a village in the southern portion 
ae © Habeegunge sub-division, who have formed themselves into a band, 
nd have for some time 


1 ast harassed and assaulted j 
aylight in the public A ia aulted innooent people in broad 


14. The Bhdrag Mihir, of the 8th April, supports the prayer of the 
The Punjab Chief Court. people of the Punjab that the Judgeship about 


stage to be created in the Chief Court of that 
Province should be conferred upon a competent native gentleman. 
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BANGaBasI, 
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Chaitra. 
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15. The Nava Medini, of the 10th April, says that through t 
Appointment of Baboo P. C. Sen fortune the Burmese have obtained & L004 
as Civil Judge of Mandalay. ruler. This magnanimous man has ee 
appointed Baboo Purna Chandra Sen to be the Civil Judge of Mandalay 
But for the administration of Mr. Bernard there was no possibility omy 
native (however competent he might have been) to be appointed to such 
responsible and honourable post. 

16. The Samaya, of the 13th April, says that last year. some of the 
officers in the Hxecutive Service gave evidences 
of their oppressive conduct. The unprinci. 
pled conduct of Mr. Bolton, the Magistrate of Gya, against Maharani Radha 
Kisori of ikari and the tyrannical manner in which Maharani Narayan 
Koomari of Burdwan has been treated are glowing examples of ‘the 
way in which the “ hozoors” often oppress the people and thus earn , 
bad name. 


heir 200d 


Oppression by Government officers. 


(d)— Education. 


17. The Ahammadi, for Chaitra, says that if the Government really 
Inspectors for Mahomedan Mad- desires the improvement of Mahomedanedt- 
rassas. cation, it should appoint Inspectors to inspect 
and report on the work of the many madrassas and muktabs in this country 
where Mahomedan youths receive education in their own languages. 
18. The same paper is of opinion that schools for technical education 
iieieh cs au should be established in this country, and 
! would like to see one such institution estab- 
lished at Dacca without delay. 

19. The Pratekar, of the 2nd April, says that the questions in the 
Entrance, F. A., and B. A. examinations were 
on the whole difficult this year. In mathe- 
matics speciaily the question in both F. A. and Entrance examinations were 
so difficult that the examiners evidently did not think that the examinees 
were not as learned as themselves. Is it not cruel to set questions on sub- 


The University examinations. 


jects which were never read nor were intended to be read by the examinees? 


In the F. A. examination the questions in mathematics were in the first 
place very numerous ; in the second place, it is scarcely an exaggeration to say 
that they were not at all set from text-books. Nearly all the questions 
in Conic Sections were deductions. Some irregularities are caused 
every year in the University examinations, but the writer does not understand 
Why no step is taken to remedy this evil. At least two-thirds of the ques 
tions should be set from text-books, but unfortunately scarcely a single 
question is set therefrom. The writer requests the Registrar and the 
Members of the Syndicate to consider these matters. 

20. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8th April, says that it has always advo- 
cated technical education for the people of this 
country, and asked Government to establish 
technical schools for their benefit. But technical education and high edv- 
cation should go hand-in-hand, and the former should not displace the latter 
Government should not give expression to its narrow views by advising al 
young natives to become artizans and not to aspire to high posts 1 the 
public service. 

21. The Surabhi and Patdékd, of the ®th April, says that whenever 

Reduction of expenditure of the Government wants to effect savings it reduces 
Education Department. the expenditure of the Education Department. 
There is good reason for this. Government is very averse to high educate? 
because Owing to it natives have learnt to make agitation. One by one nd 
erument has abolished the colleges of the North-Western Provinces. Now 


Technical education. 
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axe at the root of high education in Bengal, 
id ‘all aha po oc in point of education. The Berham- 
leve will be abolished. It is rumoured that the Dacca Col:ege 
pore Col 4 abolished. From many facts it appears that the present 
also will be ‘3 completely opposed to high education. It is not known 
mamma ood result has been produced by Lord Ripon’s Education 
ae. But after the sitting of the Commission a cry has arisen 
ommis ° 


Government should retire from the direction of education and leave 
that GOV 


Government | 


: his , is going to abolish high education on that 
ne ~~ “Tae senlly bod make Government abandon that 
retext. © 
— The Prajd Bandhu, of the 9th April, eam an “ger . the 

« , gubordi. Subject of the pay and prospects of ollicers 
Pay and promi rice. in the Subordinate Educational Service, the 
a ad which is similar to that of an article on thesame subject in the 
Saniirant of the 8rd April, noticed in paragraph 24 of the last weekly 
a The Bangdbast, of the 10th April, says that in the recent B. A. 
: : examination out of 100 marks allotted to the 
first paper in English, 60 were set apart for 
questions which could not be answered from text-books. This may be done 
‘athe case of B. A. with honors, but why $0 ruch tyranny upon those who 
are going to pass the ordinary b. A. examination ? If the object is to set 
such questions, what is the necessity of teaching a fixed course for two years ? 
It ie a matter of surprise that though the Syndicate became very strict in the 
matter of setting questions, so many defects are seen in the question papers. 
The questions in the B. A. examination on the second day were, it is said, very 
numerous : it is impossible for the boys in general to answer those questions 
within three hours. In the paper on Persian in the B. A. examina- 
tions many questions were set from outside ; and there were, it is said, spelling 
mistakes in the questions. Those who are well versed in the Persian language 
say that on account of the change of a single dot in the charac- 
ters the meaning the whole line is changed. Spelling mistakes are 
therefore unpardonable in this language. This is a disgrace to the 
University. ‘There were many outside questions in the second paper of ma- 
thematics in the F. A. examination and in the paper of geometry in 
the Entrance examination. How many boys can answer such 
questions at the time of examination ? Those who can are exceptionally 
good students, and they may pass in the first division. But as there 
are prescribed books, the majority of questions should be set from them 
for the benefit of the generality of students. The examinations are 
over, but the writer hopes that the examiners at the time of 
‘Xammning the papers and the Syndicate at the time of considering the 
results of the examinations will take these things into consideration. 
eh. The Sdédhdrani, of the 11th April, says that the greatest want 


Unsatisfactory 


7 of considerati 
‘iiaeatinn to question papers and sideration was shown in preparing the 


ee question paper on Geometry in the Entrance 
Mnation. One of the questions on mensuration was set from a portion 
Fela be read. The writer does not know in what terms to 
<weng . H guagged who does not at the time of setting questions 
agg 7 ‘ ler a portion has been appointed to be read or not. Such 
‘ll ap rye every year. But the evil is not being remedied. 
reel aa : Jed erence to the matter proves its cruel disposition. It 
ves be ae ek! orange te Hit, 
Splines hedy at ca y eXaminations 
‘ing, the fees for the examinations should be reduced. The writer 
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has heard that the late Registrar of the Calcutta University used to 

to the head clerk a portion of the money obtained by the charoiy " 
fees. Is nosuch thing done now? The writer is of opinion he te 
expenses of the examinations may be defrayed by charging half the 
amount of the present fees. It may also be ruled that only half the amoy 
of the fees will be charged from plucked students who may rea mn 
in the examinations. The writer cannot understand why men should ea 
be allowed to go in for the First Arts or the B. A. examination Without 
studying in colleges or without serving as teachers. 


| Will not Baboo 
Gurudas Banerjea or Baboo Ananda Mohan Bose raise these questions 


in the Syndicate ? 
25. The Navavibhakar, of the 12th April, says that in no country can 


High and technical education and all educated persons obtain employment under 
employment of natives in the public (Jovernment or other persons. In India bisk 


esis education has just begun. In Australia 90 
per cent. of the population receive education. It will be long ere even 
10 per cent. of the population of India receive education. The writer says 
this because many persons desire to limit the spread of high education, 
Lord Dufferin is not hostile to high education. Intelligent Indians do not 
think that all persons who have received high education must depend upon 
Government for livelihood. Upto this time Government has attended to 
the instruction of natives in literature. Now along with high education 
Government should give Indians technical education. If the spread of 
high education is limited for the purpose of giving technical education 
evil results wil! be produced. Those who want to nip the aspirations of 
Indians in the bud should be checked as enemies both of Government and 
of the people. The writer respects the opinions of those who like Lord 
Dufferin say that the majority of natives will not obtain Governnent employ- 
ment. But the writer cannot respect those who complain of the spread of 
high education and who want to deprive all natives of posts under Govern- 
ment. Even now most of the high offices under Government are the monopoly 
of Englishmen. How can Government under these circumstances say to 
natives that they cannot expect to obtain more posts under Government? The 
aspirations of natives for Government service will not cease so long as they do 
not see that they can cbt:in ali posts under Government. In giving natives 
technical education Government should follow an impartial policy. Faciliues 
similar to those enjoyed by Europeans and Eurasians have not been afforded 
to natives in receiving technical education. Arrangements were made for 
the training of European and Eurasian youths in the arsenals at Dum-Dun 
and Ichapore. But such arrangements were not made for the benefit of 
native youths, Compared with the educational expenditure of England and 
Australia the educational expenditure of India appears insignificant. The 
writer does not see why Government should not be more liberal in 18 
educational expenditure. In England political considerations are 00 


allowed to have any influence in determining the educational policy. Why 
should it be otherwise in India ? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. Tne Paridarshak, of the 8rd April, gives an account of the last 

The North Sylhet Local Board and meeting of the North Sylhet Local Board # 

the District Engineer of Sylhet. which certain members having objected to the 

passing of an estimate of the cost of the excavation of a tank submitted by 
the District Engineer, he lost his temper, and used rude language towat 

them. Priya Nath Baboo, who is the District Engineer in question, cannot 

bear opposition, and is of a hasty temper. The recent appointment by hin 
of oue Hori Bhusan Banerjee to the post of second accountant in the Lee 
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ck office has caused great dissatisfaction, inasmuch 98 more competent 
on ol he obtained for the post. 


maya, of the 18th April, says that when the Lieutenant-Gov- 

4 - ue and the €rnor tried to destroy the Calcutta Municipality 

Fr vant-Governor it was saved from destruction only through the 

,dependence shewn by the native rate-payers, by the intrepid conduct of the 

Commissioners and the electors, and by the impartiality of the Committee 

which the Lieutenant-Governor appointed. From the manner 1n - which 

he Governor-General and the Secretary of State interfered in the 

work of the Municipality, 1t 1s evident that none wishes to deal with the real 
tate of the administrative machinery. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


98 The Pratikar, of the 2nd April, says that as soon as an estate 
rio Court of Wards and the is brought under the Court of Wards, its 
Bouworiabad estate. expenses are at once reduced, and in doing this 
the Court does not, like individuals, feel any shame or compunction. It 1s 
because there is this advantage that as soon as an estate which is on the 
verge of ruin either from debts or from some other cause comes under the 
management of the Court of Wards, its condition is considerably improved. 
The object of the Court of Wards is to save the property of the 
people from ruin, and not to make any profit by managing it. The 
Rajah of Bonwariabad applied to the Magistrate of Moorshedabad 
for taking his estate under the management of the Court of Wards. Of 
course, it is not very pleasant to have to make over the management of an 
estate to the Court of Wards, and it is because the estate was encumbered 
with debts, the liquidation of which the Rajah thought to be impracticable as 
long as the estate remained in his hands, that he made the application to the 
Magistrate. The Magistrate also wrote to the Board supporting the 
Rajah’s prayer. But the writer cannot understand why that prayer 
has not been yet granted. Js it because this estate is not so large as those 
of Burdwan and Tikari? Is it very difficult to understand the policy of 
Government. While it tries its utmost to bring some estates anyhow 


under the Court of Wards, it refuses to take others under its management 
even when offered voluntarily. 


29. A correspondent of the Bheri, of the 9th April, writes that, in the 
Mr. Reily, the Manager of the last Bengal Administration Report, His Honour 


sn estate, the lLieutenant-Governor has conveyed his 
thanks to the manager of the Chanchal estate through the Board of Revenue. 


No other manager was ever so much praised by the Jieutenant-Governor. 


the writer is not at all surprised to hear such praise from Sir Rivers 


ne Pa who is always a staunch admirer of his own service and the leader 
of the Anglo-Indian officials. Rain-water is falling within the house of the 
moor tarough the roofs, but the walls and windows are being decked with 


“teen. Besides, what isthe meaning of the frequent mofussil tours of the 


ag el The manager does not go alone, but takes along with him elephants 
. bg i his hats, coats, and cigars. The fact is that a large portion 
oa - m, the estate has been taken possession of by others 
Rall "i s are being made to recover them. If this state of things 
“ ke 4 whole of the estate may in time be lost. The writer cannot 
to A out making one remark. If the best lands are leased out at a 
ent, will not the estate suffer loss? It need not be said that this 
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Collector wishes to see the cash balances of the estate, the Manager has | 
borrow here and there to make up the sum. Now, why has the. accum ; 
lated cash in the treasury fallen short? Does it not appear that he 
Manager has some personal interest in the affair? In conclusion. vil 
Mr. Reily be able to give a minute account of the income and Expenditure 


of the estate when he has to go away? 


30. The Sddhdrani, of the 11th April, says that last year a revolutionary 
measure regarding the relations betwe, 

SB Tenancy Act and quarrel gemindars and ryots was introduced. Dis 
etween zemindars and ryots. ; ; putes 
have arisen 1n connection with the rent receipt 
forms. If Government does not mediate between the zemindars and the 
ryots, the present dispute between the two classes will continue. Buti 
does not seem probable that Government will move in this matter. he 
writer has always said that, unless the zemindare can win back the confidence 
of the people, the present quarrel between the two classes will become mor 

and more violent and Bengal will be ruined. 


dl. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 13th April, says that considerable 
difficulty is being experienced by the public 
acpcction 188 of the Bengal Tenancy jin interpreting many portions of the Bengal 
; Tenancy Act. Dhifferent pleaders give different 
interpretations, while the Judges differ from the pleaders in their interpretation 
of the law. The legislators ought to know that in this country many 
estates are held by co-sharers,among whom there is considerable disagree. 
ment, and each of whom collects his share of rents by his own men, and 
manages his property separately. The legislators were not probably aware 
of this fact when they drafted section 188 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. That 
section provides that where two or more persons are joint landlords, anything 
the landlord ia under this Act required or authorised to do must. be done 
either by both or all those persons acting together, or by an agent 
authorised to act on behalf of both or all of them. Considerable difficulty 
is felt in interpreting this secticn. In instituting suits for arrears of rent 
in the month of Chaitra many joint talukdars presented petitions in courts, 
but these have been returned. It cannot be said that the courts have 
acted illegally in this matter. If a common-sense interpretation of the 
section be made, it would seem that the courts have understood it rightly. 
Nobody can say wnat the true intention of the legislators was when they 
framed this section. Under the operation of this section many landlords 
will find it impossible to collect their rents. The section should either be 
amended, or some other interpretation be put upon it. 


(g)— Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


32. The Samvdd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 10th April, says that from 
the crowd of passengers in the Tarakeswar 
Railway it appears that the Company is making 
alarge profit by this line. But the train sometimes moves 80 slowly 
that it causes great inconvenience to the passengers. Another great 
inconvenience is that the delay caused in changing the train at the 
Seorafuli station is quite unendurable. The mere going from one train to 
another is a great inconvenience particularly to the females. 


33. The Sddhdrant, of the 11th April, says that a were” Las 
. “ aliW 
A collision on the Oudh and Rohil. Place in the Oudh and Rohilkhund that 
khund _—— _ the unsatisfactory on the ora April. The writer hopes 
management of the railway’s affairs. Government will enquire into the real cause 


of the collision. The management of the railway is not satisfactory. From 


The Tarakeswar Railway. 
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duct of Mr. Todd, the Traffic Superintendent of the railway, 
Bengali clerks, it appears that there is something wrong in the affairs 


the con 
towards | 
of the railway. 


Navavibhdkar, of the 12th April, says that India will be 
ruined if Government acts according to the 
sone railways. wishes of English and Anglo-Indian mer- 
chants ‘n the matter of the extension of railways. They are pressing 
Government to complete the construction of the Bengal and Nagpore 
Railway. The English merchants are very angry because Government 
-annot increase the burden of debts of India and pay high err to 
them for money borrowed for the construction of railways. | The rea = 
¢ that English capitalists are anxious to employ their capital, but as the 
risks of construction of railways are great, they want to obtain interest 
by making Government construct railways with money borrowed from 
them. The English merchants are so anxious for the construction of 
railways, though the work is not profitable, because this will promote the 
sale of their iron and other goods, and will enable them to defeat in com- 
petion foreign manufactures, as they will be able to buy cotton, jute, 
&c, sc. in India very cheap, and to secure services of labourers at cheap 
rates by importing cheap Indian food-grains. 


34, The 


English merchants and the exten- 


(h) — General. 


85, The Pratikdr, of the 2nd April, says that it is evident that 
Government has become a great gainer by 
adopting the system of farming the cattle- 
pounds, But though Government may think this system to be good, 
it is doing immense harm to the country. The writer has clearly shown the 
pernicious character of this system again and again, but tne attention of 
Government has not yet been directed to it. Where the annual income 
of a pound, before the farming system was adopted, was Rs. 60, it would 
not be an exaggeration to say that the income of that pound has now 
become Rs. 600 a year. The cause of this increase in the income is that 
a class of professional cattle-pound farmers has come into existence, who 
ity to out-bid one another at the time of farming the pounds. 
| The result is that, instead of actually committing dacoities with 
arms and cudgels, they commit it in another way. ‘They offer undue 
inducements to the poorest classes to bring cattle to the pounds in illegal 
and improper ways. Is not the evil an outcome of the system of farming 
the cattle-pounds ? 
36. The Paridarshak, of the 8rd April, regrets to notice that the 
Deputy Commissioner of Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet shows undue 
partiality to Kuropeans as well as to natives 


vot This has been noticed in a recent case which 
how sub judice between his grass-cutter and a postal overseer. The 


uiler gives the particulars of an altercation between these two men in 
which the former is shown to have been the agressor. 
Ass The Charu Varta, of the 10th April, says that Anglo-Indians 
meetings lo-Indians and public Who are hostile to India have raised a new 
cry. Many public meetings are now 
country, but in the opinion of these Anglo- 
have no connection with these meetings. Can- 
erstand that they are suffering a great deal from 
_ floods and from the irregularities in the courts of 
ignorant man can understand the true state of the 
4 man whose brother has died of starvation, and whose 
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cows have been swept away by floods, understand in what condition hp 
is, and cannot he understand what the condition of the country is whe, 
he finds thousand others like himself ? The Bengal Government has not 
yet begun to repair the bund at Lalitacoor. One day the chastity of ‘ 
coolie woman is violated; another day a poor man is shot dead by an 
Englishman. Do not poor people understand all these things? ” Th, 
Anglo-Indians should take into consideration a current proverb in this 
country when they say that the people have no sympathy with these pubjj, 
meetings. The proverb is that famine, plague, drought, and excessiy, 
rain—all these occur through the sins of the King. It does no 
look well to say that in a country in which all providential Visitations 
are attributed to the wrongdoings on the part of Government, the people 
do not understand anything. 
SanacHaR, 38. The Sahachar, of the "th April, apprehends that the proposal 
April 7th, 1886. : , ” 
Wants of India and a Committee of for the appointment of a Parliamentar 
Enquiry. Committee to enquire into Indian affairs 
will not be carried into effect. Mr. Gladstone has said in Parliament that 
the Committee will not perhaps be appointed owing to difference of 
opinion regarding its composition. The writer sees that the Secretary of 
State and his Council are the root of all mischiefs. No sooner had 
the appointment of the Committee been proposed than Lord Kimberley 
stated that the Committee would not enquire into all affairs but onl 
into a few matters. He has also shewn by praising the Civilians from 
the first that no enquiry will be made about the administration of India, 
The writer is informed that Lord Randolph Churchill has refused to sit 
on the Committee. He recommends that 16 members should be appointed 
to the Committee instead of 82 members, and that these members should 
be selected from retired Anglo-Indian officials. After this difference of 
opinion among the ministers Indians must give up all hopes for the 
appointment of the Committee. The writer is glad to see that Sir Roper 
Lethbridge has acted like a true friend of India in this matter. He 
proposed the appointment of a Royal Commission to enquire into the 
affairs of India. Though he has withdrawn that motion at the request of 
Lord Randolph Churchill, he has proposed that enquiries should be 
instituted into all matters which, Indians desire, should be enquired into. 
Though the country has made progress during the 26 years that have 
elapsed since the assumption of the direct administration of India by the 
Queen, the public opinion is that men were better off under the 
Kast India Company. The Viceregal Council remains during a con 
siderable portion of the year on the hills with the Viceroy. The adminis 
trative policy is now altered with the arrival of every new Viceroy. Une 
i1inposes the income-tax, another says that it is not suited to the country, 
and a third imposes the license-tax. Thus there is no fixed policy. 
The Indian Legislative Councils are worthless. No one has any cot- 
fidence in them. Matters are not properly discussed in them. It should 
be considered whether the time has not arrived for employing native 
gentlemen in the Military Service. Nobody desires the abolition of 
the Civil Service. But the time has come for its reformation. The 
appointment of a Committee of Enquiry has become necessary. It1s 3 
matter of great regret that the people have no hand in the framing of 
laws which they will have to obey and no control over the expenditure 
of their own money. Should not these privileges be conferred upon 
natives? Is it not a bad thing that while every other English possession 
enjoys those powers India does not possess them? The people of India 
have no influence over the rulers of the country. In every possession of 
England but India the assembly of the people possesses all powers. No 
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ig w, fears the people. The remedy of the 
Indian oficial, whether Nige Ot fering surely ay in the sotabtioheatat of 
shelerer assemblies. If the 250 millions of Indians demand a 
ce ‘assembly, the English Government will not venture to 
n pea remy nee | Indians have many friends. Lord Ripon extended 
refuse tn" ‘ves, Lord Dufferin too is a friend of natives. 

rivileges of natives. 

4 ‘s to extend the powers of the Self-Government Boards which 
™ 1 Ripon established. Sir Rivers Thompson also is not unwilling to 
yo the powers of those Boards. 
i 99, The same paper says that Indians are about to be ruined on 
account of the exchange rates. The money 
transactions between England r. <a oe - 

_ Consequently the exchange rates are a source of great loss to 
= Yodlene oould ma) have had to suffer this loss if a bi-metallic 
carrency had existed both in England and India. About five crores 
of rupees have to be paid by India every year as exchange rates for the 
Home charges. The exchange rates are becoming higher and higher. 
Government has imposed upon Indians the burdensome income-tax for 
the sake of an annual income of 80 lakhs. If India had not had to pay 
the exchange rates, the imposition of that tax would not have been necessary. 
The evil arising from the exchange difficulty may be remedied by the 
‘ntroduction of a bi-metallic currency in England. The English 
merchants are not willing to solve the difficulty. The writer does not 
helieve that the Secretary of State will devise any means to remedy the 
evi. It is being said that owing to the low price of silver a larger 
quantity of grain is being exported to England at a cheaper rate. The 
English merchants are trying to gain their own ends by keeping the price 
of silver low, and by thus purchasing jute and cotton at a cheap price. 
It matters little to them whether India is a loser or not. The Government of 
Indiaitself should devise some means to remedy the evil. It should introduce 
a bimetallic currency into India. Those who oppose the introduction of 
agold currency into India on the ground of its poverty are not sincere. 
- Noone can believe that a gold currency cannot be introduced into the 


country where innumerable currency notes of five and ten rupees are 
In use. 


' The exchange difficulty. 


40. The Bharat Mihir, of the 8th April, says that the Pioneer has 


The Enquiry Committee. really very little cause for rejoicing at the 


postponement of the Enquiry Comittee. As 
lor the people of India they are not after all very sorry at the result. They 


were not satisfied with the manner in which the Committee was formed, and 


consequently its postponement has not caused them much disappointment. 
It is better that there should be no Committee at all than that it should 
be composed of officials hostile to the people of India. The postponement 
of the Committee, on the other hand, is desirable on another ground, 
namely, that the English people being now fully occupied with the Irish 
question the Committee could not be expected to do its work properly 
at this time. If, however, the Liberal party be found entirely opposed to 
the appointment of an Enguiry Committee, it will be the duty of the 
people of India to agitate for its appointment. 
41. The same paper says that the new rule made by the Forest 
ia as Department in Assam under which the people 
ditt are not allowed as formerly to seize and use 
ut timber as fuel has been attended with considerable oppression. The 
overnment is again, by law, depriving the Assamese of the ryoti rights in 


their holdings which they- have so 1 3 i 
protested against, but in A 0 long enjoyed. This is being loudly 
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42. The same paper says that political agitation by natives , 
is extremely disliked by Anglo-] 
is but natural that those who o 
and injure them in various ways always counting upon their lgnorance 
and apathy should view with great disfavour political discussions amon, 
them. But it is not easy to gag Indians at the present time 
To effect this, therefore, false accusations and tortuous diploman 
are being resorted to. Efforts are being also put forth to show in disrepa 
of truth the futility of political agitations. Government is about to dis. 
continue high education, which is the root of all evil, while the Supporters 
of Government are accusing the agitators of disloyalty and giving out tha 
the agitations in question are only confined to a handful of Benpali 
Baboos and have no connection with the masses. But let those who g 
this once cast their eyes upon the meetings of the ryots in Bengal, upon 
the late Jhinkergacha meeting, and that recently held at Baduria, | i 
true that the meetings were organized mainly by educated natives ; but are 


f India 


Ndians, J; 
PPress natives 


Political agitation. 


such meetings held in any country without the assistance of educated 


persons ? Who is there so foolish as to say, after witnessing the eagernes 
and enthusiasm with which the ryots took part in the Baduria meeting, the 
it did not represent them? The meeting was attended by at least ten 
thousand persons, and its business was conducted by the leading villagers 
All joined in condemning the outstill system. Will the Lieutenant-Governo 
yet maintain that that system has not caused increase of drunkenness 
among the people ? Similar meetings will shortly be held at the Seven Tanks 
garden, and at ‘'arkeswara. Government will be able to perceive from 
these meetings that what the Bengali Baboos say is also the opinion of 
the masses in this country. The writer would point out in this connection 
that Government will be greatly mistaken if it supposes that the object 
of the promoters of these meetings is to excite disaffection among the 
people. Far from cherishing such an object, they are, on the contrary, 
always anxious that British rule should be firmly established in this 
country. 

43. The same paper says that the English rulers of India 
are not accountable to any superior autho- 
rity for their public acts. At this time 
of financial deficit, and when an income-tax has been imposed upon the 
people, the Viceroy has gone to Simla; and the cost of his trip will amount 
toat least ten lakhs of rupees. There he will remain for the greater part of 
the year, surrounded by his councillors and removed from the public opinion 
of the metropolis. His time will be spent in amusements and festivities, and 
the responsibilities of administration will be forgotten. Nevertheless 
the residence of the Viceroy in Simla is somewhat intelligible, but what 
of the residence in the hills of the civilian Lieutenant-Governors who 
are quite used to the climate of the plains? Such unjust expenditure of 
public money is tolerated only in India. 

44, The Surabhi and Patéké, of the 8th April, referring to Mr. 

Mr. Gladstone and the Committee Gladstone’s statement that great difficulty 
of Enquiry. has arisen about the appointment of the Com- 
mittee of Enquiry, and that it may not be appointed at all on that account, 
says that it is clear that the difficulty is nothing but the opposition of 
omens who are supporters of oppression, and who apprehend that the 

ritish Government will be discredited before the world by the enquiries 
of the Committee. Both Liberals and Conservatives are equally indifferent 
to the welfare of India. As India alone will suffer if the Committee 
is not appointed, Mr. Gladstone is trying to silently drop tie matter of the 
appointment of the Committee. Besides, England is now occupied with 
Irish affairs; but if Indians let slip the present opportunity they ¥ 


Public expenditure in India. 
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end another such opportunity easily. very Indian should vigorously 
ve fo the appointment of the Committee. 


: ihe study of -Duiferin, says that he should try to become 
Lert and be asta popular with natives by conversing with natives 
Bengali 8 


.. their own language and by reading native papers himself by learning 
in 


li and Hindustani. 


ee” The same paper, referring to the rumour that Lord Dufferin 


is very much annoyed on account of the 
Lord Dufferin and the native Press» Writings against him in native papers, says 
that once it believed that Lord Dufferin would follow the policy of Lord 
Ripon; but that belief has disappeared. Natives are not condemning 
him without reasons. Lord Dufferin is intelligent, He understands 
site well whether natives have reasons for being dissatisfied with him 
: not. Let him change his wrong policy and tread in the footsteps of 
Lord Ripon, and he will see whether natives crown him with glory or 
' 47, The same paper says that Mr. Grant Duff has given expression to 
_ . the true desire of Englishmen by advising 
Mr, Grant Duff and the seeking of . 
covermment employment and political natives not to seek posts under Government 
agitation by natives. and not to discuss politics. If natives do 
not discuss politics -the English will be able to act just as they please in 
India, and if natives do not seek posts under Government many 
Englishmen will be provided for; but the eyes of natives have been 
opened, and the above state of things is not likely to come about. 


April 8th, 1886, 
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48. The same paper, referring to tbe visits paid by Lady Dufferin 
taly Dufferin’s visits to houses tO the houses of some respectable natives, 
of uatives. says that such courteousness is commendable 
no doubt, but will not win the reverence of Indians. If Englishmen 
sympathize with natives and confer on them the privileges enjoyed by 
poner. then only will they win the reverence and affection of 
ndians, | 

49. The same paper says that an Association, named the Bengal 
National League, has been established for the 
purpose of agitating for the extension of the 
representative system of Government. The object of the Association is noble. 
{f that object is attained the sufferings of the country may be in a great 
measure removed. It is very pleasing to see that men holding different 
opinions have combined for the purpose of attaining that object. 

00. The same paper says that though the English Government 
Dhuleep Singh, promised to pay Maharajah Dhuleep Singh 

a pension of £40,000 per year, he has never 
obtained more than £18,000 per year. Maharajah Dhuleep Singh submitted 
‘Petition to Lord Salisbury on the subject of his pension and claiming the 
ohinoor and the movable properties left by Runjeet Singh, but his prayer 
was not granted. The writer says that it may be right to annex the Punjab, 
ut is it right for officials to take away his moveable properties ? Maharajah 

_~ Singh has not wanted back his State because he knows that the 
rs Hs cannot act honestly, He has only asked for the mone 
a him on account of his peusion and for the restoration of his 
. peoperties that he may live in a style suited to his position. 
‘ot nglish would not grant even this reasonable request. He 
ud . pass the evening of his life in his native province; but the 
i overnment will not allow him to doso. Natives have lost their 
civiliee 1 Pte seeing the justice of the English Government. Let the 

World now look at this act of the English Government. It is 
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cowardly on the part of the English Government not to allow Dhulee 
Singh to go to the Punjab owing to the apprehension of 4 ;i,,7 
of the Sikhs. Why should those fear who have come to rye from 
a great distance? Or have they some good reason for fear? Pethe 
the English have understood that their rule is not liked ‘ 
Indians. ) 
Prasa BANDHU, 51. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 9th April, says that the disput 


April 9th, 1886. ‘ hi shi between Maharajah Sir Jotindra Mohun Tagore 
Reconciliation between Sir Jotindra : ° . 
idshen Tapers aad tis Weolhie. and his brother Maharajah Sourindra Mohan 


Tagore has been made up by the interferene, 

of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. Notwithstanding the inj, 

which the Lieutenant-Governor has done to the country, the writer conver 

his hearty thanks to him for this good action. 

Buent, 52. The Bheri, of the 9th April, says that the Enquiry Committe 
April 9th, 1886. itis said, is going to be postponed. Thank 
to Englishmen for their good wishes fy 
India. It is known to all that the English are a commercial people, and thy 
they have come here solely for the purpose of enriching their own country with 
the wealth of India; but what is the necessity of deceiving the peopl 
by proposing now and then some beneficial measures for India? If the work 
of the Enquiry Committee be properly done, many facts will probably be 
disclosed which are yet unknown to the public ; many actions will probably see 
the light which may bring odium on the English name; and many things vil 
probably be revealed which history has not dared to publish. The mere retum 
of Maharajah Dhuleep Sing to India has revealed many things which the 
public were not aware of. The dethronement of the late Maharajah Mulhar 
Rao Guicowar, the Kabu! war of Lord Lytton, the annexation of Burmah by 
Lord Dufferin, if looked into, are sure to reveal many acts which will appear 
unjust. If the expenditure of India be examined, many things may be 
disclcsed regarding the abolition of the cotton duties. Many wrongdoings on 
the part of the civilians may be disclosed, and many civilians may be sent for 
trial to the Courts of Justice for acts done by them. Parliament has acted 

very wisely if it has really postponed the Enquiry Committee. 

Anva Danpay, 58. The Arya Darpan, of the 9th April, says that the Committee 
Ap Oe which was formed for enquiring into the admn- 
— , istration of India is on the point of bein 
dissolved. The difference of opinion among the members of the two parties 
in the House of Commons, and the proposed change in the system of admin 
tration in Ireland, have become obstacles in the way of the appointment of 
the proposed Committee. It has been proposed from the side of Government 
that the number of members in the Enquiry Committee should be 32, but the 
Conservatives say that it should not be more than 16. Lord Randolpt 
Churchill, as representative of the Conservative Party, has proposed 4 
reduction in the number of members. The second obstacle is of a muct 
graver sort, and there is no probability of its being removed easily. ‘There! 
little hope that Mr. Gladstone will be able tocarry out the radical change 

which he has proposed to effect in the administration of Ireland. He has 

not yet disclosed what he wishes to do in this matter. ; | 

| Teattsan 54. The Pratikdr, of the 9th April, says that the Abkari hg 
i i ris rate sion was composed of very ungratelu ) 
oe eh Cnet: Instead of isitlae adequate means to increas 

the revenues of Government, they have in some measure restricted Wt 

sources of income. This was doubtless an act of imprudence ® 

the part of the Commission. ‘The people of this country have now contrac 

ed a very dangerous habit of asking for enquiries about all public measare. 

The Liberal Government also is not unwilling to grant thelr prayer 


a eee a al ina | ~ oa ew YL FS, 


The Enquiry Committee. 


~~ = _ apes, 5 “Vek Ary SD get — wry sie er ete Be, Loge 
x 7 ' ; . - ae" yeaa a Qeieee re eS ead ‘. > 3 ae ; -e - 5, « ve 
: 4 a Pe 
¥ Nao) “ x > ; . . 
‘a . alii oP te aes we st ua fe he 2 Ce agen 
. Pa r pe ~ OOP New ie z > , = ° 
~~ ~ ev 7) Sete # Hen Y 1 . cays ~ oe * ; ‘ 
. ay RE GID Ml Rn fod, ee eae ~ 5 oil 4 rus : asta Sear Qe ee ~ tee on , 7 >: . , es dc >. ae 
. y : = Ppt ye ¢ ¥ , Pica Re eee a oo * ’ Raa Ps a” ~ * 
fats - a sa es 4 ag $3 a Se REA Fig a pe \ “y ; Ke $ er 
Ses ae "9 ae RIE “ai so ean Sein ‘a é Pat is ’ Gee Re TS ‘ 


i 
HH 
b : 
ft 
| | 


Bi salah Sine hors’ B 4 eu a sd a . 3 pimeea gy See v1 <> 

tO a ee alee a sini 

ae Path Melo a ee. os eal fs 
PE ies. do aT ee : , 


pay ASF SEL SiG at re ea A ga a= cagheailnath pk oT  § Le oe 


~ 
> weg 

a 

ys FEN 


stant Ah Rape Het earn see Teli ne 


ee ee Sps7 + i ch eg eoe BR Sh 
— crete heme ly Ree NRTA AON NEC nce | saesenegieonncn Samer geansnc AR AA ie tt et a ARIE AAS BIEE 
" a 3 ~ Fekiey bape Poe * “ 
. pomnien eae i; eee” aes . : ’ ieee b 
‘ 
. . ee RT et oa Caner ae 
eateaaiirinatine = ai oS a 
a 
Ls tes ee RS DES 


( 459 ) 


ommissions to enquire into almost all matters. These 


and appoint 7 act according to the wishes of Government, but 


Commissions, 10 most cases, 


and thus incu 


) " 
_ Ayn heen able to accept all the recommendations made im the 
men 


‘Commission. It has been compelled to set aright all 
report ae a Commission’s report in which suggestions have been 
os lculated to injure the interests of Government. According to the 
a ‘alton the outstill system has increased drunkenness among the people. 
 paeeenen denies this, and says that the result is due to social and moral 
ip among the people, and to the fact that the people have now suffi- 
. a eaee? ‘1 their hands wherewith to purchase liquor. It is true that 
The introduction of English civilization has led to increase of drunkenness, 
but the writer cannot admit that the increased prosperity of the people is 
the cavse of the increased drunkenness. Since the people of this country are 
obliged to support highly-paid Kuropean officials, they can have very little 
money left in their hands ; and as the elephant which has eaten the bael fruit 
extracts all its substance, and throws out the empty shell along with its 
excretion, so when Englishmen will retire from India they will leave it 
deprived of all its substance. The Government has fully accepted only one 
of the recommendations of the Abkari Commission, namely, that the number 
of excise officers should be increased. , 

55. The same paper says that the English are harassing Indians by 
taxes and by devising new sources of income, 
but have not yet been able to improve their 
financial position. This result is due to the fact that the English have not 
set a limit to their public expenditure in India. 

56. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 10th April, says that Mr. Gladstone 
fears that he will not be able to appoint 
the Enquiry Committee. The rivalry and 
difference of opinion among the members are its chief causes. Lord 
Randolph Churchill has resolved that he will not be a member of the 
Enquiry Committee unless the number of ite members be reduced from 32 
to 16. Lord Randolph Churchill is a very young man, and his action on the 
present occasion also shows this to be the case. Mr. Gladstone, who is an 
oldman of 77, has not become afraid at this childish resolution of Lord 
Churchill, and there is probably some other reason for this. Whatever may 
be the cause, India has no hope in this matter. 

07. The Bharat Bast, of the 10th April, says that, owing to a dis- 
agreement that has arisen among the members 
, of the Enquiry Committee, Mr. Gladstone 
is unable to appoint the Committee. If he cannot appoint the Committee 
owing to difference of opinion among the members, he should not hold such 
a responsible post as that of Premier, and the sooner he retires the better. 
Why is this difference of opinion? Are tbe Indians trying to have a 
ops Parliament like the Irish ? The Committee was proposed to be 
tie : the purpose of enquiring into the system of Indian administration, 
ahs is the possibility of there being any difference of opinion on this 
he! , : Lord Randolph Churchill has declined to accept a seat on 
: one unless the number of members| be reduced from 82 
Me Giad he reason why Lord Randolph Churchill has thus threatened 
red st stone is that he is anxious to cause some dispute anyhow. But it is 
ma fring to hear that Mr. Gladstone has given up his intention of appoint- 
Aa oe on that account. Is it not possible to hold the Committee 

ord Randolph Churchill asa member? The fact shows that the India 


9 are not rare in which they show a lack of intelligence 
r the displeasure of Government. In such cases the Govern- 
lled to recast the reports of these Commissions. The Govern- 
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Office is not very desirious that any enquiry should be made into + 
nistration of India. There is no hope of any good for India ag lon 
India Office remains in existence. The people should try to the utmost exte 
of their power to get this office abolished as soon as possible. The lak 
thought that as both the political parties in England had agreed to - 
appointment of the Enquiry Committee, something would surely be ‘a 
in this matter.- But now it appears that there is no desire on the part i 
Englishmen to do justice to India; otherwise what is the cause of thi 
‘* difference of opinion ”’ after all things had been settled ? ‘ 
58. The same paper says that though want of money has necessitated 
the imposition of a new tax, the hill toy, of 
Government is not to be stopped by an 
means. The whole Indian population has repeatedly objected to this. but 
who hears their cry? The writer is not sure as to whether Government will 
even now listen to any complaints on this subject, but he urges on native 
the necessity of making continued agitation on the subject as long ag the 
practice of going to the hills is not abandoned. Z 


09. The Navz Medini, of the 10th April, is glad to hear that throuch 
Reconciliation between Sir Jotindra the interposition of His Honour the Lieutenant. 
Mohan Tagore and Sourindra Mohan Governor the dispute between Maharajah Sit 
tagore. Jotindra Mohan Tagore and his brother 
Maharaja Sourindra Mohan Tagore, has been made up. The Lieutenant. 
Governor has done great good to the country by saving a respectable family 
from imminent danger. 


60. The same paper says that during his: stay at Calcutta, His Excel. 
lency the Governor-General had interviens 
with the Maharajah of Bettia, Baboos Durga 
Charan Laha, Giris Chandra Ghose, Jagadanda Mukhopadhaya, Nabob 
Meer Mahammad Ali, and Moulvi Syed Amir Hossein. The public — 
are in the dark as to why His Excellency has seen these men only 
though there are so many men at Calcutta. But some intimation 
may be gained from the opinion which the L’sonecer, the mouthpiece 
of Government, has expressed regarding this subject. Is the strange 
opinion which the Pzoveer has expressed the opinion of the Governor- 
General and other officials? And was the Governor-General actuated by that 
motive when he saw those great men? ‘The writer has been struck dumb 
at all this. When, in what manner, and by what acts have the natives 
shown that the object of their agitation is armed resistance ? Does the -?coneer 
or Government mean to say tnat whatever injustice, tyranny, and indignity 
may be inflicted upon the natives it should be borne by them in silence 
and without murmur; and that they should not ask Government for 
those rights which they know to be justly due to them. The Pioneer | 
says that if this agitation be carried on, the desire for the welfare 
of India will be gradually removed from the heart of Governmetl. 
The writer cannot give any answer to this statement. There is no neces 
sity for discussing whether such an opinion is just or unjust for a Gover 
ment which calls itself the most civilised. "Why so much fear on the part 
of the supreme ruler of such a vast empire? A prying glance of the Russiat 
bear makes Government tremble with fear. 


G1. The Sanjéoani, of the 10th April, says that preparations a 
being made to hold ryots’ meetings at differ- 
ent places. Political agitation is not 00 
confined to the towns, but has extended to the villages. It is now ™ 
longer carried on only by the educated community, but it has been taken up 
by the masses also, ‘This is a good omen, and it has given great pleas" 


he adm. 
5 48 the 
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the writer. The Ryots’ meeting at J hinkargacha, and the People’s 
ee + Baduria, have set on foot a great agitation In the country. 
pee * ots’ meeting will be held at the Satpukur Garden in Dum- 
oe 11th April, and it has been proposed to hold a similar meeting 
og a Beauleah on the same day. Preparations are being made to 
‘ gar meeting at Tarakesvar on Sunday week. 

' 69. The same paper says that all hopes of poor Indians are at an 
a end. The telegram of last Sunday states 
that Mr. Gladstone has said in dye gee 

“aforence of opinion having arisen, it is probable that he will not 
Pan hold he Enquiry Committee. The people have been greatly 
surprised at this news. They did not expect to hear such an ill-news 
fom Mr. Gladstone. Though it is known that Mr. Gladstone takes as much 
‘aterest in India as Lord Salisbury, yet there was a belief that Mr. Gladstone 

was a just man, but the belief has this time been shaken. The very day on 
hich the weakminded Lord Kimberley hecame the Secretary of State 
for India, it was well perceived that there was nothing to be exnected by 
the Indians at the hands of the present Liberal party. Lord Kimberley 
sa mere puppet in the hands of the India Council. Most of the officers 
of the India Council are retired Indian officials, and it cannot be expected 
that they will bring to light the defects of their own administration. Now 
that Mr. Gladstone has failed to fulfil the promise which he himself made 
before the whole world, and has disappointed the hopes which he himself 
led the people to entertain by promising to hold an Enquiry Committee, 
is it proper for India to sit idle ? 

63. The Bangabdsi, ot the 10th April, says that the village of 
Petition for a post office at Ram- Ramnagar and adjoining places in the sub- 
nagar. division of Barripore, which is 10 or 12 
miles south of Calcutta, are inhabited by a large number of respectable 
people. But they are feeling very great inconvenience from the want of a 
post office. ‘Lhe place is under the jurisdiction of the Barripore post office, 
but there are great irregularities in despatching the letters. The villagers. 
are ready to build at their own expense a suitable house for a post office. 
The head pundit of the vernacular school is also ready to act as post 
master. ‘The income arising from letters and money-orders, after defraying 
the expense of the establishment, is sure to bring something to Govern- 
ment. Under these circumstances, the inhabitants applied to the Post- 
master-General, but the Postmaster-General, it is said, without any 
enquiry imto the matter has refused to grant their application. The writer 
wil be sorry if this be true, and requests the Postmaster-General to 
make an arrangement after due enquiry. There can be no objection to 
estublishing post offices in places like Ramnagar, which is chiefly inhabited 
by gentlemen, specially as it can be done without almost any expense. 

64. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 11th April, says that Duleep Singh is 
Maharajah Dhuleep Singh. not trying to regain his throne, but he wants to 
ae _ have the money which is legally due to him. 
ll agg , have the price of his own personal property, his annual 
scl wy ey due to him on account of his former allowance. 
‘wal ; 0 have alist of his personal properties, but Government 
used even to furnish him with this. After this, what remarks 


- be made upon it? The son of the Lion of the Punjab is now stand- 
ng before the dvyor of anot 


upon this ? her like a beggar. What remarks can be made 
Yim who e 


” English, and who showed his 
Ng them avainst his 


Hopes of the poor. 


ven in his childhood placed his own army at the disposal of 


utmost fidelity to the English by assist- 
own countrymen Lord Dalhousie, following his 
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all-swallowing policy of annexation, deprived of his dominion 
The Indians are a loyal people, and they respect their Kings |ik, 
their gods. No other feeling therefore arises in their mind even 
when they find any injustice on the part of their rulers, The Misery of 
Dhuleep has all but broken the heart of tne Indians, and therefore they are 
crying so much for him. | 
Dacca PRAKASH, 65. Tne same paper says that had India but possessed a gold currence 
April 11th, 1886, there would not have been any necessity for pay. 
ing annually five crores of rupees as exchang. 
But even Government has no power to remedy this evil. There is os 
hope of India being rescued from this evil unless the authorities in Enelan4 
attend to this matter. The Finance Minister has laid great stress on the 
subject. He has clearly said that no good can be expected regarding th, 
revenue of India unless the price of silver be fixed forever. The Government 
of India has urgently requested the Secretary of State to make an arrange. 
ment regarding the price of silver with the United States and the Kingdom; 
of Europe. In fact, there is no hope of India being saved if no settlemen 
be made as regards the price of silver. 

DaIniK, 66. The Daimik, of the 11th April, says that the so-much-talked-of 
—_ Enquiry Committee is perhaps going to be 
dissolved. Reuter telegraphs that reat 
disagreement has arisen regarding the number of members. Lord Randoph 

Churchill has declined to become a member because in his opinion the number 
of members has become very large. The general belief in England is that 
the Committee will not sit. The writer says that there will be no harm 
if the Committee be not held. His belief is that no good will result 
from either a Committee or a Commission. He does not believe 
that the English will make any change in the selfish policy by which they 
are governing India. He also cannot believe that the English do not 
know the defects of the administrative system of India and the causes by 
which the people of India are being ruined, and that there is a necessity 
for any Enquiry Committee for knowing them. The proposals for Committees 
and Commissions are mere pretences for deceiving the people. The Indigo- 
Commiss'on, the Famine Commission, the Fawcett -Finance Committee, the 
Malaria Commission of Nuddea—all these bave produced nothing but 
pompous and lengthy reports. 
SADHARANI, 67. The Sddhdranz, of the 11th April, says that the Pioneer has frown- 
er ingly said that a very rigorous policy wil @ 
be followed by Government if natives try to 
obtain privileges from it by threats. The writer asks, is not Government 
already fcllowing a rigorous policy? Though Indians are well kaown for 
their loyalty Government has imposed the Arms Act. Government has dis 
armed Indians, and still seeks to govern the country with the sword. Natives 
are again accused of disloyalty whenever they try to obtain any privilege. 
The Poineer has one consolation left, namely, that those natives who do 
not belong to the younger portion of the native community, and who are 
more thoughtful and farsighted, see nothing but disloyalty in the agitation 
that is being made by natives. About the same time when the. article 
referred to appeared in the Pioneer Lord Dufferio saw and consulted the 
native zemindars. The writer does not know what passed between tte 
Viceroy and the zemindars at that interview. If the Pioneer is really the 
organ of Government it must be supposed that it is those gentlemen who" 
the writer characterizes as thoughtful and farsighted. Do those gentlemen 
really see disloyalty in the agitation made by natives, or have they said 0 10 
order to please the rulers? Government should not believe the Psover’ 
farsighted gertlemen. There is no rebellicus spirit in Bengal. A rebellious 
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i ur and courage. But Bengalis possess none of those 
i Pee al is only like other aetna Of lsaia, suffering greatly 
two aie dry of its lifeblood by Government and is sorry 
or orous rule. Everybody desires that the English administra- 
ty should he reformed. Only one or two capricious persons desire its 
a Som Prakdsh, of the 12th April, referring to the statement 

wi of truth in sending made by the Secretary of State in Parliament 
formation to the Home Government. that he had learnt from the Viceroy and other 
liable sources that the position of the English troops was not unsafe 
, Burmah, says that it appears from this how the real truth is suppressed 
‘y sending informations to the Home Government. 
69. The same paper says that the residence of Government in Simla 
waste of money and the reduction not only occasions waste of money, but injures 
of relief expenditure. Indians in other ways. Government injures 
Indians by neglecting its duties while residing in Simla. What excuse 
can Government urge for its incurring debt? How can a Government 
be free from debt if it wastes money on such things as the Simla exodus 
and the Camp of Exercise at Delhi? Much money has also been wasted 
for the Boundary Commission. How can Government maintain the Afghan 
boundary when it said nothing when Russia gradually broke through the 
boundary? What is the use of spending money for laying down a boundary 
when it cannot be maintained ? Government has reduced the expenditure upon 
works for famine relief by Rs. 2,839,000 in order to obtain money for paying 
interest on the loans for the construction of railways. The writer cannot 
understand how the above expenditure has been reduced in a country where 
numerous people die of starvation. It is said that the Secretary of State 
has ordered the Government of India to reduce the expenditure for famine 
relief, The Railway Committee of 1884 nobly protested against the 


reduction Of expenditure for famine relief. Sir Auckland Colvin has shown 


baseness and heartlessness by acting otherwise. 
characteristic of Lord Dufferin’s administration. 
with infamy in the history of India for this. 


(0, The same paper says that the sitting of the Enquiry Committee 
hs hice Coe, has been indefinitely postponed because 
ik es Mr. Gladstone is occupied with Irish affairs 


no time to attend to Indian affairs. The Péoneer is very glad at 


this. But it should remember that Indians are not very much grieved or 
disappointed at this, 


| as they wanted a Royal Commission, and not a Parlia- 

ree Committee. Besides Indians .did not desire that Indian affairs 

should be hastily discussed by 16 members at a time when the English mind 
i weal agitated by discussions about the Irish question. : 

he Samaya, of the 12th April, says that Maharajah Ranjit 

Maharajsh Dhuleep Singh. Singh was the sole master of the Punjab. 


_. . Maharajah Dhuleep Singh, who is now courtin 
oe tee ri the English, is the son of Maharajah Ranjit Singh, who ne 
© whole of that Afghan people in fighting with whom only one 
hole host of English troops, and to gain 
Prise, are ae 80 xp Rincon The unfortunate 
tice province 1s desirous of having redress for the injus- 
te ane be oy the selfish and greedy Government in ele of 
seen “a po icy. Government does not hear the representations of 
to pay Bre: » Or if it hears it it does not think it worth its while 
hed to ask - to it. There was a time when the British Government 
< cee : € favour of Ranjit Singh; and now the son of Ranjit 
8 the favour of the English, At one time the Enghsh 


Heartlessness is the 
His name will be branded 
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Government thought itself fortunate if it could anyhow do anythine 
for Dhuleep Singh; and now the same Government, full of the pride of . 
power, is nodding its head to say that 1t cannot comply with the reques 
of Dhuleep. But the English ought to know that there is a King of kin,, 
who sitteth above all. In His eye there is no difference between a w : 
a black man, between an Englishman anda Sikh. When the case will }, 
decided in His presence who knows in how short a time the British Empire 
will disappear? It admits of no doubt that the mournful cry of Dhulee, 
Singh has reached the ears of the Almighty, and has made Him Uneasy on 
His throne. Sooner or later He will avenge the wrongs of Dhuleep Sinoh, 

72. The same paper says that poor people have suffered a great “dea 

) | from the late mock-fight at Delhi. The er, 

The Camp of Exercise at Delhi. ' : D3 

of the places over which the soldiers marched 

have been utterly destroyed. Government did not pay any attention to the 

agitation that has been made regarding this matter. But a Commission 

has lately been appointed for enquiring into this matter. Though the 

writer is sure that the Commission will make the same sort of report that js 

generally made by them in such matters, yet he hopes that their proceedings 

will act as a check on such despotic conduct, for the common soldiers wil] 

perceive that the attention of Government has been directed to their illegal 
conduct. 

73. The Navavibhakar, of the 12th April, rE that the silver currency 

, of India has proved its curse. Owing to this 
ee the license ‘ad income taxes have been im- 
posed. If Government had not had to pay six crores of rupees annually 
as exchange it would not have been compelled to impose the income-tax 
for an annual income of 70 lakhs of rupees. The English merchants have 
said that the depreciation of the price of silver has benefited India by 
increasing its exports. The writer says that the increase of exports has 
not been profitable to India, but rather otherwise owing to the fall in the 
price of silver, Both the Viceroy and the Finance Minister have understood 
that India is being greatly injured by the fluctuation of the value of the rupee. 
Efforts are being made everywhere, except in unfortunate India to fix 
the price of silver. If India’s present heavy loss from exchange 
rates continues she will be ruined. The only means of remedying 
the present evil is to introduce a gold currency into India. A gold 
currency can surely be introduced into a country in which currency 
notes of rupees five and ten are extensively used by the people. 

74. The same paper, referring to the statement of the Pioneer that 
native .agitation will put obstacles in the 
way of good government, says that it will not 
put obstacles in the way of good government but in that of bad government. 
The object of all this agitation is not to create a revolution but to put a1 
end to oppression. These agitations may alarm those who are fond of 
oppression but are pleasing to just officials. The Pioneer’s statement that 
Bengalis are the leaders of these agitations is not true. Delegates wert 
not sent to England from Bengal alone, but also from Madras and Bombay. 
A national congress first sat in Bombay. Bengalis are not rebellious #® 
the Pioneer says, but meep and quite as it says immediately afterwards 1 
the same article. To charge such a people with harbouring rebellious 
feelings is to condemn British rule. The proposal of the Puoneer 
that agitation should be stopped by force should not be adopted, for if the 
stream of agitation has any force it will continue to flow in the hearts 0 
the people and deluge the country after some time. Such has been the 
case in England, Europe, and America. If the attachment of the subjects 
cannot be won, Government has always to remain uneasy in mind. 


The Pioneer and native agitation. 
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eer wants tO make old natives say that the younger generations of 


Pio 
natives has gone astray. 
75, The Anonae Dever Patrikd, of the 12th April, says that the 


Pioneer is alarmed at the gradual incre 
iti i 3 °,° ° ° 7 ° ase of 
Bh, eed and political agita political agitation in India, and fears that 
| " if the authorities do not act with caution from 
this time they will probably experience the same difficulty in India as 
they are now experiencing in Ireland. These agitations may cause 
anxiety to Government for two reasons. They, it may be feared, may lead 
to political revolutions, or may serve as a check upon the present despotic 
eystem of administration. The English have no natural rights in this 
country. They admittedly govern India for the good of Indians. If 
that be really the case, the English should not regret the oliti ] 
improvement of the natives of India. But as a matter of ‘fa ; 
the English do not govern India purely from disinterested res 
The love they shew to India is mixed with selfishness; and oe 
which threatens their self-interest causes th Lae ry yrs 
i ge 3 them uneasiness. But if the 
people of India have really become anxious to gain their nat 
how will the Pioneer put down their aspirations ? if th calle ural rights, 
not been free, and the people had not possessed liberty Rag th apr Reser 
questions, could the English have found it possibie to ie this ¢ teva 
If Government takes away the liberty of the _Aiatiagay age “yb P 
et newspaper press, it will d 
creater injury to itself than to the people, because b a 
abandon all means of making itself ac aaint d ‘th ee 
el gievinens. q ed with their wishes, wants, 
76. Thes : 
oa ame paper says that the proposal to appoint a Royal Com- 
im seh of the proposed Royal mission to enquire into the administrati 
ap of Indi igni a 
Libenls, developed after vome oe dong thay orignially made by the 
Fileneaisey Cominittes. ‘The ll ee ne ag? the appointment of a 
af the members were announced. ' Th chs ormed and the names 
tlideat at the . e people of India were exceeding] 
ecg proposal regarding a Royal Commission. E rye od 
ppointment of a Parliamentary Committee instead > a the 
they did not lose all hope. It is instead of ouch 9 Vommienion, 
gs lg lg Be now, however, announced that the 
The question caageela “ge - vs oe ee eee oe 
hot ventured to “appoint a Royal G pt ee pepe have 
the Commission will be abl ee ee et ee 
ov eee re e to reveal many shortcomin 
) lon, and second th + gs of the India 
increased noliti that the authorities who . 
increase ‘political power of Indians fear th o are alarmed at the 
vommission will serve to still thes ee appmatnens Of 8 Rovel 
s probably i tg ag se nana oy that power. The latter 
rg “mnie. ced Government in postponing the 
» Lhe Daina ' 
fe ainik, of the 14th April, says that last year at this ti 
amine, of the year when the Dain . on me 
aintk was first started, 


Birbh famine was Boke 
Tohoom, Bankura, and yukon tel ae ee f gu 
ood were 


raised by the 

famine bei i le. Government tried its utmost to 
had to Rit La gg But fire cannot be kept a # Oe 
in different plac " . last the occurrence of famine, and he naa 
head. But 2 i or saving the lives of the poor by 5 groan officers 
b Ne largely tte —— for protecting a man in that aa > Th 
ut thous e pooron this occasion +: : =o 
ugh Government was aware of all Paaager te it did get 
, not acknow- 


ledoe t| 
that as any famine. The St 
ate Secretary in E 
ngland said 


a8 there w 
was no mentio . 
n of famine in th 
| e Government 
papers, there 
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was no famine atall. The Viceroy remained silent. There was 
dispute with Government and the Bangabasc newspaper as re 
famine at Kharagram. The Bangabasi gave clear proofs as to 
place of residence and number of the persons that died of fa 
Government became highly enraged against it because it tried 
the news of the famine. 


Aan actua] 
gards the 
he names, 
mine, and 


tO spread 


III.—Lecisattve. 


78. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 8th April, says that the Proposal made 


ss Ciceevnlian te. by the Hon’ble Jaiprakash Lall regarding the 


appointment of punchayets is very good, by 
it is sorry that it has been rejected. 


79. The Pratikdr, of the 9th Apmil, says that the Putwari Bil will 
in Seen Oe not be passed this year, and has bee, 
aes : postponed till the next year. This ; 

undoubtedly happy news. Both the zemindars and the ryots have strono 
objections against the Putwari Bill. Under these circumstances, jt 
better not to pass the Bill at all, or if it is at all passed it should be so modi. 
fied as to satisfy both the zemindars and the ryots. | 

80. The Sanjivani, of the 10th April, says that the Chowkidar 
Whe Chowkttast ttl Bill will be passed into law on the 10th of 

wirsnigenuatanes April. The Bill in the form in which it was 
first introduced in the Legislative Council raised great fear in the minds of 
all. Fortunately, however, its fearful aspect has disappeared. In some 
points the Bill is even better than the present Act on the subject. The 
writer objected to that provision of the Blll which says that payment of 
chowkidars will be made by men other than the punchayets. But the 
Lieutenant-Governor has said in his speech that the duty of pay- 
ing the chowkidars will in general be entrusted to the head puv- 
chayets. in order to make the Bill faultless, Baboo Ananda Mohan 
Basu had proposed that if any union established according to the Sell: 
Government system desired to take upon itself the duties of the punchayets, 
they should be entrusted to its care. If the proposal of Ananda 
Mohan Baboo had been accepted, the provisions of the Chowkidan Bil 
would have been very satisfactorily carried out. But the Lieutenant. 
Governor was not disposed to hear this proposal. His Honour said that the 
time for considering the proposal of Ananda Mohun Baboo had not yet 
come, and that it might be taken into consideration when the Union Con- 
mittees were established. 

81. The Sdrasvdt Patra, of the 10th April, is glad to. hear that the 
The Bengal Legislative Council, | Lieutenant-Governor has ordered the post- 

ces ponement of the discussion of the Putwan 
Bill for one year. It is also glad to see that the Bengal Government ha 
shown great respect for public opinion by placing the Chowkidan Bil 
which contained provisions directed against the self-government syste 
in the hands of the Select Committee, where, through the influence of 
— Pairs: Mohan Basv, its pernicious character has been greall’ 
changed. 

82. The Bangaddst, of the 10th April, says that nowadays Ne 
The Legislative Council. Law Members are coming from Bogisr 

: : every five years. The business of these DY 
is to frame new laws. When any member newly comes from England he Me 
quite ignorant of the laws and customs of India, nor can he understand 
needs of the Indian people. He may be well versed in English law, Wit 
he does not know even how many classes of courts there are in India. ' . 
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dge he begi 
and in this 


ers is, after receiving 
The members of the 
suit the Indians, 


4 section 


the sectl 


i passed. A great par 
what is urged by the opposite party ; then ¢ 
law. In England the Ministry are brought into disgrace and hurled from 
power on account of the faults of the Bills which they propose. Even the 
hearts of the ablest politicians tremble at the time of introducing a new 
Bill, But in India the lawmakers have no fear at all. Here the lawmakers 
are not required to carry their laws into execution. It is for this reason 
that new laws are passed at such short intervals, Sir Henry Maine has 
said that “ the danger of legislation is in proportion to the ease with which 
Acts can be passed.” But the present legislators have entirely forgotten 
this wise saying of Sir Henry Maine. The English are gradually destroying 
the ancient customs of the Indians by these hasty Acts. The people are 
gradually being impoverished by the introduction of English laws in India. 
It cannot be said that there were no courts of justice in India before the 
coming of the English, but the number of courts of justice, vakeels, muktears, 
attorneys, barristers, &c., was not so overwhelming as now. Even twenty 
years ago moneylenders used to lend money, lend money on mortgages, and 
do other things of the sort by writing documents themselves. But this is 
impossible at present on account of the intricate nature of the laws. Another 
proof of the intricacy of the laws is furnished by the fact that the decision of 
a case at present depends not on its justice or injustice, but on the ability of 
the parties to secure the services of a pleader well versed in sophistical 
arguments, In truth, the dignity of the seats of justice has been lowered 
| by the intricacy of the laws. What can be more disgraceful to the legisla- 
tors than this ? If Government desires the welfare of the country it should 
make the motion of the law-machine a little slow; otherwise the country will 
be ruined by means of English laws alone, and nothing more will be required 
| for that purpose. 


83. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 11th April, says that in the Chowki- 
Th Chowkidess Ben, dari Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, 


| the two provisions, against which objection 
was raised, have been left untouched. The punchayets shall have to collect 
the chowkidari tax and send them directly to the Magistrate, who will pay 
the chowkidars through m 


| en appointed by him. The power of the police 
Over the chowkidars thus remains intact. The provision which gives 


scretionary power to the Magistrates to distrain the property of the 
Eomarets on any deficit being found in the chowkidari tax fund also 
ee as before. The proposal which Mr. Ananda Mohan Basu had 
re © inthe Council to entrust the Union Committee with the duties of 

Punchayets has also been lost in the council. The Lieutenant- 


Governor has rejected it as premature. But it should be remembered that 


Dacca Pzaxrasz, 
April 11th, 1886 
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the Lieutenant-Governor had, duting the administration of Lord p: 
said that the duties of the punchayets should be entrusted to the bat 
of the Union Committees. Now the question is, what lessons have bea 
learned from the discussion on the Chowkidari Bill? The first legso, " 
that if a regular and respectful agitation is set on foot, a good, and no 
bad, result is sure to follow. The second lesson is that unless th 
Legislative Council is reformed there is no hope of harmony bei, 
established between the Governors and the governed. 8 


84. The Som Prakash, of the 12th April, referring to the holding 


of a meeting at Dibrugar to protest aoa 
The Assam Land Revenue Act. tie Aca Land ond lies Restiatie a 
1886, says that the Regulation has been passed in contravention of section 
25 of the India Councils Act of 1861. The writer remarks that it ig no 
necessary to make efforts to perpetuate the memory of Lord Dufferin. The 


acts by which Lord Dufferin is wounding the feelings of natives will per. 
petuate his memory, 


85. The same paper says that in whatever directions the Civilians 
accustomed to English laws, look they 
a eens of laws which are English find want of order and precision. For this 
J reason they frame strange laws. The Transfey 
of Property Act is so English in spirit that Indians do not understand it, | 
It has changed the forms of puttahs, &c., which were in use for a long time, 
The Specific Relief Act is also English in spirit. The Easement Act has 
been introduced into the Central Provinces because there is no one there to 
protest against it. There are also the Tenancy Acts of Bengal and the 
Punjab against which all zemindars and all ryots have protested. 


86. The Navavibhdkar, of the 12th April, says that Government has 


The Chowkidari Bill, probably passed the Chowkidari Bill notwith- 


standing the strong agitation against it lest it 
should be thought that it had been alarmed by the protests of Bengalis 


Even Anglo-Indian papers condemned the Bill. The Statesman condemned 
it from the first. The Hzxglishman also recommended the withdrawal of 
the Bill in a well-reasoned article. Though the Bill in the shape in which 
it was passed had not all the defects which it had at first, there are stil 
sufficient defects in it. The radical defect of the Bill also remains. The 
chowkidars will receive their salaries from the police. Mr. Westmacott, 
the chief Member of the Chowkidari Commission, upon the strength of whose 
recommendation Government framed the new Bill, has blamed the police. 
But how can Government give up its intention of reducing the power d 
the punchayets? The writer is alarmed at the omission of section 8 of the 
Bill. Government probably intends not to allow the members of punchayet 
to resign when they please, and to forcibly reappoint them when it chooses 
todo so. By passing the Chowkidari Bill Government has shown that it 
does not care for any class of Bengalis whether high or low. The more 


strongly the people agitate the more firmly will Government probably mail- 
tain its prestige. 


87. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 12th April, says that the 


apes 7 residence of the rulers in the hills produces 
The Bengal Legislative Council. ‘ dvantages as walk ak ieekeend ages. Con- 
sidering the increasingly strained relations between the Goverl 
ment and the people, the further the rulers are away the _ eanitt 
remains the public mind. The stoppage of the work of the Legislatire 
Councils, especially when the rulers are away in the hills, prom 
greatly beneficial. The meetings of the Legislative Councils now produce 
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-.4a of the people. The Bengal Council passed the Chowki- 
fears Lgbesey had bien "exteosively modified at its last sitting. At 
a" ot mecting the new Calcutta Municipal Bill was introduced. 
the Ps Thompson had long tried to introduce changes in the 
3 ‘cipal administration of Calcutta and the Subarbs, but, owing to the 
eae of the ratepayers of these places, Lord Ripon did not listen to 
Hy Honour’s proposals in that connection. Lord Dufferin has aow permitted 
him to legislate on the subject. 


LV.—NativE STATES. 


9g The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 8th April, says that common 
porters enjoy greater freedom and happiness 
than native princes. The prayer of the 
Begum of Bhopal that her husband who has been banished may be per- 


nitted to remain near her has not been granted. 


99, The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8th April, says that whatever might 


rip Begum of Bhopal have been the object of the visit which the 
e De . 


Begum of Bhopal recently paid to the Viceroy, 
+ is certain that she has not gained it. Who is not pained at the sight of 


this injustice done toa helpless woman? Even if the Begum’s husband 
had been guilty of a hundred crimes, still it behoved Lord Dufferin out of 
consideration for her feelings to take pity on her. It is really hard to 
understand what interest her husband could have in creating disorders in 


her State. The doctrine of “ might isright” has received its full develop- 
ment in India. 


90. The Pratikar, of the 9th April, says that the English Govern- 


insSienes of Manel. ment has banished the husband of the Begum 


of Bhopal from Bhopal for ever; and that 
the Begum has thereby been deprived of the company of her husband. 


To protest against this cruel order of Government the Begum has herself 
come to the Viceroy at Calcutta. The writer does not know what the 
result of her mission has been. Ifthe Begum be not saved from this 
cruel punishment, the iniquity of the English will become full. 


91. The Bharat Bast, of the 10th April, says that it has always 
— pointed out the desirability on the part of the 
| . British Government of dealing with the native 
princes with great caution. Government should always endeavour to act in 
such a manner that the native princes may be able to fully repose their con- 
idence in it, The Government, however, is not doing this, but is acting in an 
Opposite spirit. It has deprived the husband of the Begum of Bhopal of 
all power in the administration of that State, and appointed an ex-Deputy 
Magistrate of Bengal to be the absolute ruler of that independent State. 
course, nobody could say anything against this arrangement if the 

egum were not opposed to it; but she 1s said to have conceived a dislike for 


Nawab Abdul Lutif Khan. She came two Calcutta to ask the Viceroy that 
the Nawab may not be retaine 


refused. The writer cannot a 


The Begum of Bhopal. 


pprove of the action of the British Govern- 


es in thus having thrust upon her a manager whom she dislikes. The 
overnment ma 


May or may not have power to banish her husband from 
Bhopal, but it has not certainly the right of thrusting a minister upon her 


ay Ms 2 
pth daa The Begum should be allowed full liberty to choose her 


¢ Begum will think that she is nobody 
elongs entirely to the En 
ilficulties have for a long 


What will be the effect of not granting her that liberty ? 


: in her own State, and that the State 
glish who are governing it with their own men. 
lime past arisen in connecticn with Cashmere. 


d in his present post ; but her prayer has been 


SuRABH! & PATAKA, 
April 8th, 1886. 


BHARAT MIBIR, 
April 8th, 1886. 


PRATIKAR, 
April 9th, 1886. 


BHaRaT Bas, 
April 10th, 1886 


( 470 ) 


Four distinct proposals were made respecting that State during the aq,:.- 
tration of the late Maharajah. These were— MIDs. 


(1) hat there should be a permanent English Resident gt 
in Cashmere ; ; 

(2) That English troops should be stationed at Gilgit, Laddak 
and other — sank ae 

8) That English merchants shou e allowed to fr 

°) on de in that State; and . eely Carry 

(4) That Englishmen should be allowed to purchase lands and 
settle in Cashmere. 


These proposals alarmed many native princes, and particularly the mle 
of Cashmere. The present Maharajah 1s, however, said to have succeeded 
after making a strong protest in getting a withdrawal of the last three Ts 
posals. An English Resident only will for the present be stationed in 
Cashmere. Even this cannot be said to have pleased the Maharajah, who 
will probably look upon it as the introduction of the thin end of th 
wedge. According to the editor, the less Government interferes in th 
affairs of the native states, the better. | 
hacia 92. The Sadharani, of the llth April, says that Lord Dufferin 
April 11th, 1686. = poe ot oe a Gwalior fort did a very good thing in restoring the 
to Sindhia and restoration of Berar to Gwalior fort and the Morar barrack to Sindhia 
the Nizam. after along time. All the native papers praised 
this act at the time it wasdone. They also said then and are now saying that 
it would be more gratifying if the Berars should be restored to the Nizan, 
It is never too late to do such a good act. The restoration of the Gwalior 
fort to Sindhia has surely re-awakened hopes in the heart of the Nizam, 
The writer requests that the English Government may not trample upon 
those hopes. 
NAVAVIBRAKAR, 93. The Navavibhakar, of the 12th April, says that it is rumoured 


April 12th, 1886. pa that the Maharajah of Cooch Behar will 90 
ve to England in order to reduce his personal 
expenditure. But if the facts told about the condition of his State are 
true he should not go out of it. Itis said that the State treasury is empty, 
and that the Maharajah is in debts. His chief Minister, Major Gordon, 
is always occupied with hunting and does not attend to the affairs of the 
State. Not a single administration report of Cooch Behar has been issued 
during the time that Major Gordon has been at the head of affairs. The 
Amrita Bazar Patrika has heard that no accounts can be found of 
the 18 lakhs of rupees which the Maharajah obtained from the Court 
of Wards upon attaining majority. This is very strange. Is Major Gordon 
employed in the service of the State merely for drawing a large salary! 
What does also Mr. Bignell do? The Bengali dewan of the Maharajah now 
possesses no power. The English ministers do everything. Arrested persons 
have to remain for a long time in custody for want of trial in consequence of 
Major Gordon’s going out on hunting excursiovs. The writer draws the 
attention of the Maharajah to the case of Dhuleep Singh who is coming from 
England because living is very costly there. 
Dam, 94. The Dainck, of the 14th April, says that after the death of the 
ee late Maharajah Ranabir Singh, the British 
heen eet oe Government has sent a resident to Cashmere 
in violation of the original treaty. Some lowminded Anglo-Indians 10¥ 
and then look upon Cashmere with a very keen eye. This is not a happy 
omen. The new Maharajah of Cashmere came to Calcutta and had aa 
interview with His Excellency the Viceroy, and his installation will take 
place very shortly. It was originally settled that His Excellency the 
Governor-General would himself goto Cashmere for the installation of the 
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‘s Excellency has not gone there. The Begum of 
od ye a. to Calcutta to repent her own grievances. Her husband 
Bhope 1 ‘shed from the kingdom, and an Englishman has been appointed as 
has been "Ror the present Nawab Abdul Latif is acting as minister of Bhopal. 
sage - of the Begum has produced no effect. But Lady Dofferin 

teed an addition of Rs. 10,000 to her Fund. This year 
oo a has become gracious to the Maharajah of Scindia. — The fort 
eal - has been returned to the Maharajah after a long time. He 
: 7 9 received permission to increase the number of foot-soldiers, 
“¢ pre has not Government returned the Berars to the Nizam: 
8 ie reason why the Berars have not been returned, and why 
Seremaeit has given permission to increase the number of fort-soldiers 
a returning the fortress of Gwalior to the Maharajah. Scindia 1s a 
werful prince, and he can aid the Government in time of danger. Lord 
Dufferin himself installed the Maharajah of Jeypore last year. But 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has shown great injustice to the Maha- 
rajah of Tipperah. He has unjustly interfered with the system of government 
of Tipperah and has made many unnecessary remarks on it. He has also 
advised the Maharajah to dismiss the able Bengali minister Sambhu 
Chandra Mookerji. Perhaps the fault of Sambhu Baboo 1s tbat he is the 
editor of Reis and Razyat. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


95. The Bangabasi, of the 10th April, says that great harm was 
Destruction caused by the breach caused in many places by breaches in the 
in the Damoodar bund. Damoodur bund during the last rainy season, 
and some parts of Burdwan and Hooghly were entirely ruined by the breaches 
in the bund of Jankali. Innumerable cattle perished, and crops worth about 
10 lakhs of rupees were destroyed by the flood. It is therefore urgently neces- 
sary to repair the bund; but the Magistrate of Burdwan is rather indifferent 
tothe matter. But talukdars can no longer sit idle; and they are trying to 


direct the attention of the Bengal Government to this matter through the 
Magistrate. The writer is glad to hear thant Mr. Coxhead, the Magistrate of 


Burdwan, has assured the talukdars that he will soon bring the matter 
to the notice of Government. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


96. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 8th April, says that there can 

nen eee be no doubt that the country will be benefited 

; if Lady Dufferin’s scheme is carried into 

effect. But men are paying subscriptions in aid of the project not because 

tis good, but because it has emanated from Lady Dufferin. Natives do 

hot spend money for the benefit of the country except at the request of 
Englishmen of position. 


7. The Ahdrat Bast, of the 10th April, asks that if Lady Dufferin’s 
Lady Dafferin’s Fund. fund has no connection with the propagation 


| of Christianity what objection can there be 
to place the fund in the hands of native trustees, and to obtain a pledge 


of religious neutrality from the English women who may be employed to do 
the work contemplated in Her Ladyship’s scheme ? 


~Urtya Papers. 


38. The death of Sir Henry Ricketts, K.c.s.1., is mourned by the Samvdd 
The late Sir Henry Ricketts. Bahikd, as also by its contemporary: of the 


oe Utkal Dipiké. All the papers of Orissa offer 
ing tribute to the memory of the deceased, who did more than any 


BANGABASI, 
April 10th, 1886. 


Sorapur & PATARA, 
April 8th, 1886. 


BuHaRatT ‘Basi, 
April 10th, 1886, 


Samvap Banka, 
UTKAL D1P1Ka, 
April 3rd, 1886. 
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other single man to improve the condition of Orissa, where he passed the 
best portion of his life. , 
UrKaL Dirk; 99. Referring io the Parliamentary Committee of Enquiry, the 
April 3rd, 1886. Utkal Dipika remarks that it is useless + 
The Enquiry Committee. expect anything substantial from a committe 
of the reported nature formed in England. Still it hopes that the Politica 
Associations of India will try their best to depute competent representatives 
from India, who may give their evidence before the members of the above 
Committee. ' : 
UTKAL DIPIKA. 100. In connection with Mr. Justice Prinsep’s note on the condition 
of Civil Courts in Bengal, the same pape 
_ Mr. Justice Prinsep on Civil Courts sugeests that the number of Judicial office 
in Bengal. tele. : IS 
in Bengal should be increased before askino 
the present staff to clear their file of work within a reasonable time, ; 
bitin 101. The Sebaka is glad to notice the establishment of Lady 
April 8rd, 1886. Thompson’s dispensary for native females gt 
Cuttack, and invites the gentlemen of the 
station to support it, and expresses a hope that 
the dispensary, when in proper working order, will enable Hindu females 
to avail themselves of medical treatment by members of their own sex, of 
which they were in great need. 
Pea ee 102. A discussion is going on in the columns of the newspapers of Orissa 
Samvav Bauixa, Vernacular scholarship examinations on the advisability of appointing gentlemen, 
April sri, tee, im Oriaag. who do not belong to the Education Depan- 
ment, to set questions for the Minor, Middle Vernacular, and Upper Primary 
scholarship examinations in Orissa, the Sebaka, the Utkal Dipika, and the 


Samvdd Bahikd writing in favour of the proposal and the Shikhyabundhu 
against the same. 


Lady Thompson's Dispensary at 
Cuttack, 


RAJKKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, Ma. & BL, 


Benyaui Translator. 
BeNGALL ‘TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 17th April 1886. 
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